Is Early Reperfusion a Good Thing? Optimal Timing of CABG Surgery Postacute Myocardial Infarction.
The optimal timing of coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) following an acute myocardial infarction (AMI) is a topic of debate. The present study was designed to evaluate patients undergoing CABG both early (<5 days) and late (>5 days) after AMI in the era of percutaneous coronary intervention. The medical records at our institution from 2008 through 2012 were reviewed. A total of 128 patients underwent CABG after AMI during this time period and fulfilled criteria for the study. Death, stroke, renal failure, need for intraaortic balloon pump, postoperative ventilator days, and length of stay were examined. Patients undergoing early CABG had an increased need for an intraaortic balloon pump. There were no other correlations that we could discern between early and late CABG. Our data demonstrate no statistical difference in mortality or in the factors of morbidity studied between either early or late CABG after AMI.